
Topic: Why do Prosecutors dismiss charges or cases?

Ensuring transparency and accuracy in public discourse is essential to maintaining trust and
integrity. Recently, there have been misconceptions and misinformation circulating regarding the
Washington County Prosecutor’s Office. The dismissal of certain charges or cases is typically
specific to each individual case and is addressed directly with law enforcement and, if
applicable, the victim. To date, none of the general issues circulating have been directly
addressed by any departments, groups, or committees to the Prosecutor’s office. Instead, they
were first brought up as part of a political campaign. The Prosecutor’s office has requested
detailed information, including names and case numbers, from the Sheriff’s Office, but no
specific information has been provided.

As your County Prosecutor, it is my responsibility to provide clarity and correct any inaccuracies.
I appreciate the opportunity to address these concerns directly, with a commitment to honesty,
openness, and factual accuracy. It is important that the community has access to the truth.

The decision to dismiss a criminal case can be influenced by various factors. Prosecutors, who
are responsible for bringing charges against individuals accused of committing crimes, have the
authority to dismiss cases under certain circumstances.

Law enforcement and prosecution are indeed distinct stages of the criminal justice process.
While the Sheriff’s Office handles investigations, we evaluate the evidence and make decisions
based on legal standards and the likelihood of securing a conviction. We understand the
challenges involved and remain committed to working together to ensure that thorough
investigations lead to fair and just outcomes.

Prosecutorial discretion is essential to ensure fair and just outcomes. Sometimes, plea bargains
that include reducing or dismissing charges or cases may be necessary due to insufficient
evidence, concerns about witness credibility, or other legal considerations. However, please be
assured that every case is taken seriously and thoroughly evaluated to determine the
appropriate course of action.

Here are some common reasons why prosecutors may choose to dismiss cases:

Insufficient Evidence: If the prosecution lacks strong and admissible evidence to prove the
defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, they may choose to dismiss the case. Without
enough evidence, the likelihood of securing a conviction in court diminishes. It is crucial to
understand the dichotomy and occasional friction in criminal cases between law enforcement
and prosecutors, as they are the essence of justice and equity required by the criminal system.
Law enforcement's authority to arrest or cite individuals based on probable cause is balanced by
their obligation to continue investigations until evidence supporting proof beyond a reasonable
doubt, which falls under the burden of the prosecutor, is obtained. This division of
responsibilities ensures a system of checks and balances aimed at upholding principles of
justice and equity.



Legal Issues or Procedural Errors: Prosecutors may dismiss a case if there are significant legal
issues or procedural errors that could compromise the fairness of the trial. This could include
violations of the defendant's constitutional rights, mishandling of evidence, or other legal
irregularities.

Witness Availability and Credibility Issues: If key witnesses are deemed unreliable or their
credibility is seriously challenged, prosecutors may reconsider moving forward with the case.
This can occur if witnesses change their statements, are unavailable, or if there are doubts
about the accuracy of their testimony.

Victim's Wishes: In certain cases, the victim's cooperation is essential for a successful
prosecution. If the victim expresses a desire not to proceed with the case or is unwilling to
testify, prosecutors may dismiss the charges.

Diversion Programs: In some jurisdictions, prosecutors may opt for diversion programs, such as
rehabilitation or counseling, instead of pursuing criminal charges. This is often considered in
cases involving non-violent offenses or first-time offenders.

Public Interest Considerations: Prosecutors may take into account the broader public interest
when deciding whether to proceed with a case. Factors such as the seriousness of the offense,
the defendant's criminal history, and community safety concerns may influence this decision.

Negotiated Plea Agreements: Prosecutors may negotiate plea agreements with defendants,
offering reduced charges or penalties in exchange for a guilty plea. In such cases, the original
charges may be dismissed.

Resource Allocation: Limited resources and caseload pressures may also play a role.
Prosecutors may prioritize cases based on their severity and the available resources, leading to
the dismissal of less serious cases.

It's important to note that the decision to dismiss a case is made on a case-by-case basis,
considering the unique circumstances of each situation. Additionally, prosecutors are expected
to act ethically and in the interest of justice when making such decisions.

I hope this is helpful in understanding why a prosecutor might dismiss or reduce a criminal case.

Sincerely,

Delton Walker
Washington County Prosecutor


