
Topic: What Training Does the Washington County Prosecutor’s Office Provide to Law
Enforcement and Why Don’t More Cases Go to Trial?

Recently, there have been misconceptions and misinformation circulating regarding law
enforcement training and the prosecution of cases by the Washington County Prosecutor’s
Office. Additionally, there have been assertions that the prosecutor does not take enough cases
to jury trial. As your County Prosecutor, it is my responsibility to provide clarity and correct any
inaccuracies. I appreciate the opportunity to address these concerns directly, with a commitment
to honesty, openness, and factual accuracy. It is important that the community has access to the
truth.

For many years, I have dedicated time to training law enforcement personnel twice annually.
Initially, the turnout was limited, prompting me to introduce a simple incentive: providing meals
during these sessions. The response was remarkable – subsequent sessions saw increased
attendance from the police force, sheriff’s office, and Idaho Fish and Game Officers.

During our comprehensive training sessions, we meticulously cover every pertinent new case
published by the highest courts since the previous training six months prior. Utilizing PowerPoint
presentations, we dissect the facts to ensure that law enforcement officers are equipped with
the latest legal knowledge and precedents relevant to their duties.

While training law enforcement officers is not a specific statutory duty of the prosecutor, we have
chosen to dedicate our time to this endeavor. By doing so, we aim to improve the overall
process of criminal prosecution and enhance the effectiveness of law enforcement efforts.

The primary duty of a prosecutor is to seek justice impartially. Prioritizing trial practice over case
merits compromises fairness and misuses valuable resources. Prosecutors must evaluate cases
based on evidence, not inflate trial numbers for other reasons, risking unjust outcomes. This
practice violates ethical obligations and undermines public trust in the legal system.


